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TO  THE 

PUPILS 

OF  THE 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

„„  X 

Gentlemen, 

nr i 

JL  HE  following  Practical  Remarks 
contain  the  Subftance  of  what  I  have  already 
had  the  Honour  of  delivering  to  you,  when 
treating  on  Wounds  of  the  Head,  in  the 
Public  Le6tures.  As  there  are  no  Cafes  that 
more  frequently  occur  in  Pra6tice,  or  where 

the  Young  Practitioner  requires  more  Dili- 
crimination  to  know  when  to  operate,  or 

when  not,  or  in  which  he  is  more  liable 
to  Embaraffment  and  Miftake,  I  thought 
that  condenling  into  a  few  Pages,  what  an 

4  |  t 

extenfive  Pra6tice  and  frequent  Diffection 

A  had 
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had  taught  me,  could  not  fail  of  being  ufeful 
to  you ;  I  beg  therefore  you  will  receive 
them  not  only  as  a  Mark  of  my  Refpeff 
but  as  a  fmall  Acknowledgement  of  that 
polite  Attention  with  which  you  favoured 
me  during  the  Courfe. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  with  the  fincereft 
Withes  for  your  Profeffional  Advancement, 

Your  humble  Servant* 

•  1  Wm,  de  as  e. 

UsherVQuay, 

May  2  6th y  1790. 
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Practical  Remarks,  &c. 


. . . — 

SECT.  I. 

I  ft.  In  the  Treatment  of  Wounds  of  the 
Scalp,  you  ftiould  have  conftantly  in  View 
its  Prefervation.  2nd.  Never  attempt,  by 
Suture  or  otherwile  to  unite  them  if  lace- 
rated,  or  contufed,  until  they  have  by  a  de- 
puratory  Suppuration  become  clean ;  other- 
wife  you  will  induce  Erylipelatous  Inflamma¬ 
tions,  Fever,  Cohesions  of  Matter,  &c*  &c. 

SECT.  II. 

If  the  Skull  is  cut,  by  a  fharp  Weapon,  and 
that  there  is  no  Reafon  to  apprehend  that 
both  Tables  are  divided,  make  your  Prognos¬ 
tic  with  Caution ;  and  treat  the  Wound  as  a 
lirnple  one.  3d.  Simple  Fradlures  of  the 
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Cranium  confidefed  abftradiedly  produce  no 
immediate  Symptoms.  4th.  Sometimes  in 
thefe  Cafes  it  happens,  that  about  the  eighth 
Day,  or  fome  Time  in  the  fecond  Week, 
the  Patient  is  feized  with  irregular  Shiver- 
ings,  Fever,  &c.  which  if  they  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  to  recur,  denote’ Matter  under  the  Cra* 
nium.  5th.  It  has  been  thought,  that  Frac¬ 
tures  attended  with  Depreffion,  always  pro¬ 
duce  Stupor.  But  I  have  frequently  found 
this  not  to  be  the  Cafe ;  and  that  until  the 
Meninges  began  to  inflame,  the  Patient  had 
no  alarming  Complaints.  6th.  Limited  PreD 
litre  on  the  Brain  does  not  feem  to  me  to 
„  produce  fuch  general  EfFedts  on  the  Senfo- 
rium,  as  are  laid  down  in  Books.  In  a  Cafe 
where  the  greater  Part  of  one  of  the  Parietals 
had  been  taken  away,  I  ftrove  to  produce 
Stupor,  by  prefling  on  the  dura  Mater ;  but 
without  Effedt.  7th.  When  Ample,  or  de~ 
prefled  Fraftures,  are  immediately  followed 
by  lofs  of  Senfe;  Vomiting,  or  bleeding  out 
oi'  the  Ears,  Nofe  and  Mouth,  Delirium,  &c* 
The-^  Symptoms  ari  fe  from  the  Effedts  of 


general  Concuflion  of  the  Brain ;  and  not 
from  any  local  Injury  it  may  have  received, 
8th.  In  Concuflion  of  the  Brain,  the  Sto¬ 
mach  and  inteftinal  Canal  feemto  be  ftrange- 
ly  and  very  differently  afiefted;  for  while 
the  Stomach  is  in  a  conftant  State  of  Ere- 
thifm,  and  rejefts  every  Thing,  the  inteftinal 
Canal  feems  in  a  State  of  Atony;  and  fre¬ 
quently,  the  ftrongeft  Purgatives  or  Glifters 
will  have  no  Effeft,  in  producing  the  ne» 
ceffary  Bifcharges  :  the  urinary  Organs  alfo 
perform  their  Fundtions  flowly.  9th.  The 
Symptoms  of  Concuflion  are  either  of  the 
Apopleftic  Kind,  or  the  Patient  may  be  af. 
fefted  with  violent  Tranfports  of  Delirium, 
Coma  Vigil,  &c.  great  Variety  occurs  in 
their  Violence  and  Duration,  loth.  When* 
ever  the  general  Symptoms  of  Concuffion 
are  combined  with  Epileptic  Fits,  Spafm,  or 
Convulfion  of  any  of  the  Mufcles  of  the 
Face ;  carefully  examine  whether  there  be  not 
a  Frafture,  and  if  a  Splinter  has  not  wound¬ 
ed  the  Dura  Mater.  nth.  If  a  conftant 
Stiliicidium  of  clear  lymph  from  the  Ears 

appears. 
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appears,  in  fomeDays  after  the  Accident,  the 
Patient  will  probably  die ;  and  you  will  find, 
on  Diftediion,  the  Brain  fubfided  ;  and  not 
filling  the  Cranium.  1 2th.  Wounds  of  the 
Brain  are  almoft  always  mortal,  particularly 
in  Adults,  although  I  have  feen  Patients  fur- 
vive  more  than  two  Months.  A  Fungus  is 
protruded,  and  putrid  Suppurations  attended 
with  repeated  Haemorrhage  ;  Hefitic  Fever, 
Vomiting,  Epiliptic  Fits  and  Coma  form 
nolentum  clofe  the  Scene. 

SECT.  III. 

i ft.  The  Trepan  fiiould  never  be  applied 
in  Wounds  of  the  Plead,  but  to  give  exit  to 
Matter,  or  raife  a  deprefled  Piece  of  Bone. 
2d.  Irregular  Shiverings  frequently  occuring, 
and  attended  with  Fever,  are  unequivocal 
Symptoms  of  Matter  under  the  Cranium,  a  de- 
preffed  Piece  of  Bone  appears  evident.  3d.  It 
has  been  deemed  neceffary  to  apply  the  Trepan 
in  Cafes  of  prefumed  Extravafation  of  Blood  : 

.  But 
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But  this  Praftice  is  not  warranted  by  Expe¬ 
rience,  for  Extravaiation  of  Blood  in  Quan- 

'  .  .  t  x  •  f  '»  *  .»  ■  \  i 

tity  fufiicient  to  be  injurious  feldom  happens; 
nor  do  I  believe  it  ever  by  preffure  alone 
can  produce  any  of  the  Symptoms  imputed 
to  it.  The  Symptoms  of  Stupor,  &c.  at¬ 
tendant  in  thefe  Cafes,  arife  from  the  gene¬ 
ral  Concufiion  of  the  Brain.  4th.  We  fhould 
never  in  any  Cafe  apply  the  Trepan,  as  a 
Means  of  preventing  the  Inflammation  and 
Suppuration  of  the  Dura  Mater,  gfh*  It 
will  be  always  Time  enough  to  apply  the 
Trepan,  in  any  Cafe  of  Ample  Fracflure, 
when  by  irregular  Shiverings,  &c.  we  have 
every  Reafon  to  apprehend  Matter  to  be 
formed  under  the  Skull.  If  it  be  over  the 
Dura  Mater,  the  Patient  will  probably  reco¬ 
ver,  but  if  the  Pia  Mater  be  affecded  with  Sup¬ 
puration,  he  will  certainly  die.  6th.  Smart 
Strokes  on  the  Head  which  lay  the  Skull  bare, 
frequently,  after  fame  Time,  produce  a  Sup¬ 
puration  of  the  Dura  and  Pia  Mater.  7th.  As 
foon  as  the  Symptoms  of  Matter  unequivo¬ 
cally  appear,  the  Trepan  fhould  be  applied. 

8  th. 
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8th.  Smart  Strokes  on  the  Bone,  fometimes 
produce  the  fame  EfFedts  as  Contufions  do, 
on  the  foft  Parts ;  where  the  Spot  injured 
forms  into  an  Efchar,  or  Slough.  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  found  in  thefe  Cafes  the  Bone  white 
and  dead,  throughout  its  whole  Subftance; 
and  caft  off  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  Efchar  : 
leaving  the  Dura  Mater  in  an  healthy  State 
of  Incarnation.  9th.  The  Trepan  ought  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  applied  in  Cafes  of  Concuffion, 
unconnected  with  evident  local  Injury. 

SECT,  IV. 

1  ft.  When  we  apply  the  Trepan,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  Exit  to  Matter,  we  fhould  not 
expofe  a  larger  Surface  of  the  Dura  Mater 
than  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  free  Eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  Matter.  2nd.  It  is  a  danger¬ 
ous  and  miflaken  Pradtice,  to  apply  a  large 
Crown  ox  the  Trepan,  in  order  to  free  the 
wuia  Mater  from  a  State  of  inflammatory 
Tenfion  ;  in  general  when  there  is  Mat¬ 
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ter  that  Circumftance  does  not  occur,  and 
when  it  does,  if  you  remove  a  large  Piece 
of  Bone,  the  Dura  Mater  will  be  thruft  into 
the  Aperture,  for  Want  of  the  Refiftance 
of  the  Skull  :  which  rauft  increafe  the 
Complaint  it  was  meant  to  relieve.  3d. 
Large  Crowns  of  the  Trepan,  or  Trephine, 
are  worked  with  Difficulty,  cut  unequally, 
and  in  moft  Hands  are  dangerous  Inftruments. 
4th.  Expofing  the  Dura  Mater  in  a  large 
^Extent,  for  the  Purpofe  of  giving  Exit  to 
Matter,  is  limilar  to  the  old  PraCtice  of 
opening  Collections  of  Matter,  in  their  ful- 
left  Extent,  and  of  taking  away  Part  of 
the  Integuments,  to  expofe  more  freely  the 
greater  Surface :  Reafon  and  Experience  are 
againft  both  Methods,  gth.  In  thefe  Cafes 
the  lefs  the  Surface  of  the  Dura  Mater  is  ex- 
pofed,  coniiftently  with  the  Intention  of  giv¬ 
ing  free  Exit  to  Matter,  the  fooner  the  Pa¬ 
tient  will  recover  ;  and  the  better  his  After- 
ftate  of  Health  will  be.  6th.  Thofe  who 
have  had  large  Pieces  of  the  Cranium  taken 

j  away, 
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away,  fuffer  many  Inconveniences  through 
Life  :  They  are  fuhjecl  (from  Change  of  Wea¬ 
ther,  and  a  Variety  of  other  Circumftances) 

*  \  * 

to  Head-ach,  Vertigo,  &c.  and  from  a  large 
Cicatrix,  very  liable  to  external  Injury, 
^th.  In  expofing  the  Cranium,  previous  to 
applying  the  Trepan,  avoid  (if  poffible)  re¬ 
moving  any  of  the  Scalp.  This  in  general  can 
be  effefted  by  giving  a  judicious  Direction  to 
your  Xncifions.  8th.  Should  you  be  obliged 
to  remove  a  large  Piece  of  the  Cranium, 
then  Part  of  the  Scalp  mult  often  unavoid¬ 
ably  be  removed  alfo  :  otherwife,  for  Want 
of  the  Support  of  the  Cranium,  the  Lips  of 
the  Wound  will  be  apt  to  curl  in  and  impede 
the  Healing.  9th.  If  you'  apply  the  Trepan 
to  give  Exit  to  Matter,  one  Crown  in  gene¬ 
ral  will  be  fufficient.  There  is  no  Neceffity 
for  taking  in  by  the  Trepan  the  whole  Ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Fradture;  this  Practice  fhould  be 
exploded.  loth.  In  applying  the  Trepan  in 
deprefled  Eraftures,  one  Crown,  judicioufly 
placed,  will  often  facilitate  more  the  railing 
the  Pieces  of  Bone,  than  feveral,  injudici- 

oufly 
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oufiy  applied  ;  therefore  confide  r  well,  be¬ 
fore  you  begin.  I  Ith.  In  many  Cafes  it  will 
not  be  neceffary,  or  right,  to  remove  all  the 
depreffed  Pieces  :  Try  whether,  filch  as  you 
can  raife  to  their  former  level,  may  not  in 
fome  Time  unite  to  the  furrounding  Bones, 
and  if  they  do,  the  Cure  will  be  much 
abridged,  and  the  Patient's  future  Health 
lefs  impaired.  1 3th.  This  fiiould  be  parti¬ 
cularly  attended  to,  in  young  fubjeils,  where 
often  large  Pieces  of  the  Cranium  are  de~ 
preffed,  and  the  Dura  Mater  cut  through. 
For  if  in  thefe  Cafes  you  fuddenly  remove  all 
the  depreffed  Pieces,  the  Brain  freed  from 
the  Refiftance  of  the  Cranium  will  be  pro¬ 
truded  into  a  large  Fungus,  which  almoft 
always  terminates  fatally.  13th.  After  you 
have  applied  the  Trepan,  there  is  no  Occa- 
lion  to  ufe  a  Lenticular,  &c.  to  fmooth  the  ■ 
Edges ;  nor  where  you  have  made  more 
Perforations  than  one,  to  cut  the  Interfaces 
with  a  CuttingTorceps ;  thole  Operations 
are  always  attended  with  much  Violence, 
and  cannot  be  productive  of  any  future  Ad- 

1  vantage 
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vantage  to  the  Patient.  14th.-  Any  Afperi- 
ties  or  Points  of.  the  Bone  may  be  gently 
turned  afide  with  the  Forceps,  and  they  will 
come  away  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Suppura* 
tion. 

S  E  C  T.  V. 

1  ft.  As  the  Trepan  is  applied,  either  to 
evacuate  Matter,  or  raife  a  depreffed  Piece 
of  Bone,  the  Situation  of  the  foft  Parts,  in 
thefe  Cafes,  will  not  admit  of  being  heal¬ 
ed  by  the  firft  Intention.  2nd.  The  Progrefs 
of  the  Cure  however  may  be  much  facili¬ 
tated,  by  gradually  bringing  the  foft  Parts 
clofer  to  each  other,  and  judicioufly  fuftaining 
them,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  in  their  natural 
Situation.  3d.  When  Fungufes  of  the  Dura 
Mater,  or  Brain,  fhoot  up,  preffure  will  not 
reftrain  them;  Fungufes  are  always  Signs  of 
interior  Mifchief.  4th.  Taking  off  Fungufes 
of  the  Brain, by  Ligature,  is  ineffectual;  and 
by  Incifion,  mortal.  5th.  Opening  the  Dura 

Mater 
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Mater  to  give  exit  to  Matter  or  Blood,  fel- 
dom  or  never,  anfwers  the  Intention  of  the 
Surgeon ;  and  always  adds  confiderably  to 
the  Danger  of  the  Patient ;  as  all  Appear¬ 
ances  of  their  Exiftence,  under  the  Dura  Ma¬ 
ter,  are  extremely  fallacious ;  and  when  they 
actually  do  exift,  are  feldom  confined  to  one 
Part  alone ;  therefore  the  Opening  is  ineffec¬ 
tual.  6th.  Wounds  of  the  Head  become  pri¬ 
marily  and  immediately  fatal,  either  from  a 
fudden  effufion  of  Blood  in  the  Cavities  of 
the  Brain,  or  from  a  State  of  Atony  of  the 
Veffels,  and  a  general  Collapfe  of  the  Brain; 
or,  from  what  more  frequently  occurs,  a  Com  ¬ 
bination  of  all  thefe  Caufes.  *]th.  Wounds 
of  the  Head  become  confecutively  fatal,  from 
a  Suppuration  of  the  Meninges.  8th.  It  ne¬ 
ver  appeared  to  mein  thefe  Cafes,  onDiffec- 
tion,  that  the  Patient  died,  from  a  Suppurati¬ 
on  of  the  Dura  Mater,  unlefs  that  Membrane 
had  been  previoufiy  wounded,  and  confequent- 
ly  a  Fungus  of  the  Brain  induced,  &c.  9th.  In 
Wounds  of  the  Head  where  Suppuration  of 

■  t 

the  Meninges,  caufed  the  Patient's  Death,  on 

Diflaaion, 
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Diffedtion,  Matter  will  ever  be  found  formed 
in  the  Pia  Mater*  loth*  In  thefe  Cafes  the 
Patient  often,  for  fome  Days,  does  not  appear 
to  be  in  the  leaft  Danger  ;  for  until  irregular 
Shiverings  come  on,  we  may  have  no  Crite¬ 
rion  to  judge  by,  whether  the  VefTels  of  the 
Brain  have  received  any  material  injury  ornot* 
nth.  In  the  firft  Pittances  of  Concufiion,  the 
medical  Treatment  fhould  confift  in  general 
and  local  Bleeding,  hrilk  Purging,  and  the 
free  Application  of  Blitters.  1 2th.  Should 
the  Patient  have  received  the  Concufiion  af¬ 
ter  Dinner,  loaded  with  Wine,  as  often 
happens,  ftrive  to  excite  a  plentiful  Vomit¬ 
ing,  by  a  Solution  of  Tartar  Emetic,-  when 
this  is  neglected  many  die,  in  a  few  Hours, 
their  v  State  of  Repletion  rendering  every 
other  Effort  to  fave  them  ineffedtuah  13th* 
Avoid  giving  liberally  any  Wine,  or  Cor~ 
dials  ;  at  any  Period  of  thefe  Complaints, 
Stimulants,  in  general,  prove  highly  inju¬ 
rious.  14th.  I  have  never  found  any  Ad¬ 
vantage  ariie  from  admimftering  opiates,  in 
Caj.es  of  Concufiion,  but  have  feen  fome  very 

bad 
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bad  Effefts  from  this  Pradtice.  l£th.  In  the 
State  of  Convalefcence,  particularly  if  the 
mental  Faculties  are  impaired,  Difcharges  by 
Iflue,  Seton,  &c.  from  the  Back  of  the  Neck, 
are  of  the  utmofl:  Service ;  as  is  alfo  the 
Cold  Bath,  after  fome  Time.  16th.  When 
Matter  forms  in  the  Pia  Mater,  in  confe* 

r  f 

quence  of  Concuffion,  the  Patient  will  die* 

The  Trepan  in  thefe  Cafes  always  proves 
ineffeftual,  as  the  Matter  is  never  circum- 
fcribed.  17th.  Previous  to  the  Patient's 
Death,  the  oppofite  Side  to  the  Suppuration 
becomes  Paralytic,  the  Eye  on  that  Side 
fixed,  and  the  Pupil  widely  dilated.  1 8th. 

In  all  thefe  Cafes,  at  this  Period,  Art  can  be 
of  no  ufe,  and  the  Surgeon  had  better  be 
only  a  Spectator.  19th.  The  only  Method 
of  preventing  Suppuration  in  the  Meninges, 
is  comprifed  in  the  general  Antiphogiftic 
Treatment. 


